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The impact of COVID-19 on higher education has been well 
documented and discussed and it is clear that the pandemic has 
had significant impacts on the health and wellbeing of both 
undergraduate and graduate students. Graduate students have 
reported negative mental health symptoms, food and housing 
insecurity, and difficulty in balancing work with caregiving 
responsibilities through the pandemic, to name only a few issues2. 
Additionally, in a recent survey by the University of California, 37% 
of UC Davis students that took part reported that their degree 
completion had been delayed by at least one term, in most cases 
due to research delays, and 30% reported dissatisfaction with 
opportunities to interact with other students in their courses1. 
Graduate students were also, in many cases, at the forefront of 
the technological and pedagogical transition from in-person to 
online and hybrid instruction resulting in both increased work 
demands and increased COVID-related safety concerns with the 
transition back to in-person instruction.

The aim of this anonymous survey is to understand the impact 
that university policy has had, and continues to have, on the 
health and safety on UC Davis graduate studies, as well as the 
impact that it has had on degree progress and educational 
experiences. The aim is for this data to help guide ethical 
administrative decisions regarding the health and wellbeing of 
graduate students both within and outside of periods of global 
disruption.
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